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  Weekly Update for November 4, 2022  

 

Veterans Day Celebration 

The City of Independence honored the service of military members past and 
present during the annual Veterans Day Celebration luncheon at the Civic Center on 
Friday, November 4, 2022.   

These gatherings are important because they symbolize the respect we have for our 
veterans, the value we place on their service, and the importance of sharing 
veterans stories and remembering what they sacrificed for the rest of us.  

 

One of the speakers the city invited was Independence resident and Army veteran Alex 
Kunevicius, but God had other plans.  Alex passed away peacefully on Thursday – he 
was 103 years old.  

Alex met his wife Freda in 1945 when she was stationed in Cleveland doing Navy 
payroll.  They married soon afterward and raised their family here in Independence. 
Alex and Freda were married 73 years until she passed away in 2020.  
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Eleven members of the Kunevicius Family attended today’s celebration including a 
great granddaughter and family from California, Tennessee, and Florida.  

 

Kunevicius Family 

Former Independence resident Vincent Variglotti delivered a heartfelt speech about 
his years in the U.S. Navy where he rose to the rank of Lieutenant. He offered insights 
about the life-long lessons he learned serving around the world.  He also talked with 
compassion about how even those who seem strong and steady sometimes need to ask 
for help.   

I want to thank Vice Mayor David Grendel, Finance Director Vern Blaze, Councilperson 
Dale Veverka and Police Chief Robert Butler for participating in this year’s celebration.    

Also, I want to recognize Community Services Director Emily Thomas, Adult 
Programmer Lori Rizzardi, the Community Services Team, and Hometown Hero 
Coordinator Gayle Rudary for all their hard work and attention to detail to make this 
year’s celebration a success.  The collaborative efforts of “Team Independence” 
always culminate in exceptional service to our residents.  

Once again Vodrazka Funeral Home provided the complimentary lunch which was 
catered by Mission BBQ this year.  The BBQ restaurant was founded in 2011 on the 
tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terror attacks with the mission of 
supporting former military, and public safety response forces.  

 



Congratulations CSA ! 

CSA, a global testing, inspection, and certification service celebrated the grand 
opening of its second facility in Independence – a distributed energy resource lab 
– on Thursday, November 3.  The facility is adjacent to the companies U.S. 
headquarters on East Pleasant Valley Road.   Batteries, chargers, and generation 
system components - that fuel our lives -- will be tested at this new site to ensure 
consumer safety standards are met. 

CSA is recognized for its dedication to safety, sustainability, and social good.  As 
Mayor, I am proud that they have been a vital member of our business community 
for more than 50 years.    

The new lab space is a bold example of the company’s commitment to providing a 
high-quality work environment, its vision for the future, and signals the  
significant commitment CSA has made to our community.    

Ribbon-cutting ceremonies like this provide the opportunity to reflect on all it took 
to reach this point.  I certainly recognize that we owe a big debt of gratitude to 
many people who worked so hard to bring this project from the concept stage to 
completion:  CSA, our economic development team, the building and engineering 
departments and city council.  

CSA has also been a great civic partner.  They have been working with 
Independence Local Schools and during the ribbon-cutting celebration, CSA 
President and CFO David Weinstein presented Chuck Soeder of Independence 
Kiwanis a $10,000 donation.     

I would be remise if I did not recognize that CSA has also been one of the city’s top 
25 taxpayers for many years.  Their contributions help the city provide a high 
quality of life for residents and a robust business climate. 

 



 

Road Construction Project 

I am happy to report that resurfacing of 
Brookside Road, between Brecksville Road 
and Eastview Dr., will begin on Monday, 
November 7 (weather permitting).  The 
city anticipates the project will be 
completed by the end of the week.  

During the Utilities & Sewers Committee Meeting on Thursday, November 3rd, the 
poor condition of the Brookside pavement and the implications on safety were 
discussed.   

The city had been planning a major reconstruction of Brookside Road that would 
include major underground utility work, new water mains, a new storm sewer 
system, etc.  The current estimated cost is approximately $5 million.  However, due 
to soaring interest rates, an uncertain economy, and fluctuation construction costs 
due to supply chain and construction staffing issues, the cost and project timeline 
are unpredictable.   

This interim step will provide the city with the time and flexibility needed to 
develop a sound strategy for the major reconstruction of the street that is the main 
thoroughfare for so many other streets and neighborhoods.  

• On Monday, Ronyak Paving will mill out the top 3-inches of the road surface. 
• All vertical edges at side-street butt joints and driveways will be temporarily 

ramped with asphalt grindings. 
• Tuesday, they will install the first of two asphalt layers at a thickness of 

about 1.5-inches. 
• Wednesday, the final surface course paving will be installed at a thickness of 

about 1.5-inches. 
• Lastly, the double-yellow centerline and white edge lines will be painted. 

Weather permitting, all work is anticipated to take approximately three days to 
complete. 

Traffic will be maintained; however, delays can be expected. Residents should add 
extra time to their commute.  

Thanks everyone for your patience.  Please email any questions to the 
Independence Engineering Department at  engineering@independenceohio.org or 
call 216.524.1374. 

  

 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars! 
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Get a jump on your holiday shopping at the Community Craft Fair on Sunday, 
November 13 at the Independence Civic Center from 10 AM to 2 PM.  Local artisan 
vendors will be selling handmade art, crafts, bath products, bakery, jewelry, gift items 
and much more.  Free parking and admission!  

 
The Independence Fire Department will hold its annual Stuff the Ambulance Food 
Drive next Sunday, November 13 from Noon to 4 PM at Drug Mart.  Please help the IFD 
fill their ambulance with non-perishable food to benefit local families.  Food 
donations can also be dropped off at the fire station (6305 Selig Dr.) and monetary 
donations are always appreciated.  
 

 
Since Tuesday, November 8 is Election Day, City Council will meet earlier than usual 
this month.  Caucus will begin at 4 PM and the regular Council meeting will begin 
immediately afterward.  

 
Legislative Review   
Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review ahead of the November 8, 2022 
City Council meeting here.  
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-871
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-871
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

